
As you know, Princeton University is conducting the fall semester virtually. This decision, while
disappointing, reinforces Jewish values of pikuah nefesh/preservation of life and sustaining
kehillah/community. CJL made the successful pivot to virtual programming and student engagement in
March, and our commitment to ensuring that Jewish students at Princeton will always be able to count
on us to provide a welcoming, vibrant Jewish community remains strong-as-ever. CJL and Jewish life
is not cancelled this fall, even if on-campus activities are. CJL is offering diverse programming for the
fall semester, developed by our amazing students and outstanding staff. Meaningful Jewish learning,
fun social and cultural activities, thought-provoking dialogues and joyous holiday celebrations will
continue – even as the doors of our building remain closed.  

We look forward to engaging our first-year and returning students, wherever they are in the world, with
CJL and Jewish life at Princeton.  We also plan to provide opportunities for alumni, parents, and
friends to connect with CJL through special online events. We invite you to stay connected to us on
Facebook , by visiting our website and by signing up to receive our newsletters. Please join CJL for
our free, virtual High Holiday services described below.  Share this email with other people that may be
interested in Jewish life at Princeton. And, if you are able, please consider making a gift to support CJL
in this challenging new year.

On behalf of our Students, Staff, and Board of Directors, 
we wish you and your family a happy, healthy, safe and peaceful New Year.

Marc Mehl ’87, CJL Board of Directors Chair      Rabbi Julie Roth, CJL Executive Director

EMBRACING THE VIRTUAL START OF THE NEW YEAR
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I n s i d e  t h e  I s s u e

CJL OUTREACH
CROSSES BORDERS 

Learn how CJL staff is meeting
and connecting with students,

literally wherever  they are.

FREE CJL VIRTUAL
HIGH HOLIDAYS

Get details about our student-led
Reform and Conservative

Services.

SAVING OUR
STUDENTS' SUMMER

PLANS

Read how Alumni, Parents and
Staff created internships in the

midst of the pandemic.

CJL Connection 

CJL Rosh HaShanah
 Video Greeting 

Wishing you and your family Shana Tova 5781

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ex3iCeya1Cs
https://www.facebook.com/CenterforJewishLife
http://hillel.princeton.edu/
https://hillel.princeton.edu/contact-us
https://hillel.princeton.edu/content/high-holidays-2020
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=hillelpton&id=37
https://youtu.be/-svGhPPe5Sk
https://youtu.be/-svGhPPe5Sk
https://youtu.be/-svGhPPe5Sk
https://youtu.be/-svGhPPe5Sk


CJL "OFF-ROADING” IN ISRAEL
CJL staf f  connects wi th student learning and l iv ing in Israel  
Rav Mati and Shira Kahn are taking CJL engagement "off campus" to connect with
Jewish Princeton students relocated in Israel. The Kahns are Co-Directors of the
Orthodox Union's Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus at Princeton (JLIC), housed 
at CJL.

Nearly two dozen Jewish Princeton students are currently in Israel including 8 who are
taking Princeton courses this fall and completing additional classes or an internship
through Hebrew University (HU). Other students are taking a gap year mid-study or
before starting Princeton to tour, learn and volunteer in Israel. 

Many of them are living at HU, a short distance from the Kahns' apartment, therefore
enabling outdoor hosting during holidays and Shabbat. The Kahns delivered food to
students who were required to complete a two-week quarantine and will be delivering a
holiday welcome package.

"We are in touch with students via phone and email and are working to connect the wider
Princeton community in Israel virtually and physically (as Covid regulations will safely
permit)," said Rav Mati.  "We look forward to reaching out again with Shabbat 
and holiday packages so our students can still feel connected to us and the CJL."

“The Princeton community is never too far away, and it was a wonderful surprise to
receive a care package from Rav Mati and Shira, who have been looking out for us and
keeping up the CJL’s outstanding tradition of hospitality," said Jake Brzowsky '21.

We will usher in the New Year 5781 at
the end of this week, and being
together spiritually as a community
this year is more important than ever. 

CJL cordially invites you to
participate in our free virtual
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
services. Our amazing students have
been working for months with our
rabbinic staff to create
interactive, soul-stirring and inspiring
prayer experiences.

Conservative services will be led by
students in partnership with Rabbi
Julie Roth, CJL Executive Director,
and Reform services will be student-
led with Rabbi Ira Dounn, Senior
Jewish Educator. Registration is
required for all CJL services.

We look forward to welcoming
students, alumni, parents and friends
from around the world to our High
Holiday services.  

We are grateful to acknowledge  s
Hillel International's Higher Holidays
initiative, the Rabbinical Assembly
and Zamru for their support with 
producing our Conservative service. 

For service times and to register, 
CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE
FOR 

UPCOMING
CJL

PROGRAMS 

CELEBRATE THE
HIGH HOLIDAYS

WITH CJL

HOLIDAY
COOKING

Cabbage, Apple &
Pomegranate Slaw

with Cumin Dressing 

RECIPE HERE

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS SAVED
Alumni,  Parents provide meaningful  exper ient ia l  opportuni t ies

CJL answered the call from over 60 students, who expressed the need for
meaningful alternative summer opportunities to replace planned internships that
had been canceled due to the pandemic. Our staff, students, and Board members
quickly developed the CJL Summer Internship Matching Program (SIMP) that
successfully matched 23 students with 15 mentors – alumni and parents – to
provide short-term, remote experiences in the participants’ fields of interest.
Students worked on projects including biomedical research, Jewish educational
filmmaking and social media and marketing for nonprofits. Both mentors and
participants expressed gratitude for the chance to share these experiences.

CJL Student Aleeza Schoenberg displays books from her internship at a publishing company.

Rav Mati delivering pizza to CJL students quarantined in Israel

Ethan Boll '22 and his mentor David Sacks P22
"It was such a tremendous experience to work with David who has
won an Emmy for writing and producing many popular TV shows. I
am so grateful for his guidance and mentorship."  

"Thanks again for a very positive experience with Ethan. I am
attaching the short movie we made together which I wrote, and
Ethan directed and animated  I am very proud to show it to you."  

 LINK TO ETHAN'S SUMMER PROJECT

https://hillel.princeton.edu/content/high-holidays-2020
https://hillel.princeton.edu/
https://hillel.princeton.edu/
https://hillel.princeton.edu/
https://hillel.princeton.edu/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEHgqtfo5U/1bYtxXuRYHeBpvLTL3AGXg/view?utm_content=DAEHgqtfo5U&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://youtu.be/R5nZEsjs8vw

