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In December, 22 current students and one recent alumnus
participated in a CJL-led Princeton Friends and Family Birthright Trip
to Israel. Accompanied by CJL Senior Jewish Educator Rabbi Ira
Dounn and Israel Fellow Tair Goldbarsht, the group explored the
history, culture and food of Israel and celebrated Hanukkah together.
Post Birthright, seven students remained for a CJL-designed, three-
day extension focused on the Israel-Palestine conflict and religious
pluralism in Israel. The itinerary included meetings with Palestinian
Christians and Muslims, as well as Israelis from various backgrounds
to hear their personal stories. Recent CJL graduates Matthew ’18 and
Yael ’19 Nitzanim (formerly known by Lilienthal-Kritz) hosted the
group for Shabbat dinner. 
All seven participants rated the extension as excellent, with one
student stating “it was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to engage with
diverse individuals on the conflict and Jewish identity. I feel like I have
first-hand exposure to a wide variety of perspectives and now have a
rich foundation from which to learn more on my own and keep asking
hard questions.”
 
 

 

Jake Brzowsky'21
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In His Words- 

Student Board President

CJL received a Certificate of Excellence at the recent
Hillel International General Assembly in recognition of its
outstanding achievement in exceeding national
benchmarks for breadth and depth of student
engagement.  Accepting the award is Rabbi Julie Roth
(center), CJL Executive Director, joined by CJL Associate
Director Marni Blitz (right) and Robin Rudofker (left),
Director of Institutional Advancement.
 

CJL is a place where I easily feel at home every day. It’s the little things that I enjoy the most. Discussing
the news headlines over coffee in the morning. Catching up with the staff around the water cooler in the
afternoon. Unwinding by watching Jeopardy with friends in the evening. Students work, relax, build deep
connections, and find their place within a broad and diverse Jewish community. 
CJL offers something for everyone, including opportunities for students to create new activities and
initiatives.  I have had the privilege of participating in many facets of life at CJL enjoying weekly Shabbat
and holiday celebrations, participating in education and immersive travel, and abundant social
opportunities. I am an active member of Yavneh –the Orthodox prayer community –and have served as
Gabbai (service coordinator).  Last December, I travelled to Israel with CJL and Professor Daniel Kurtzer
the former US Ambassador to Israel and Egypt. The trip was an in-depth, eye-opening look into Israeli
political realities and was an incredible opportunity and highly educational.
As president, I plan to engage and bring together new and diverse groups of people by increasing the
visibility of CJL’s countless events and supporting more student-initiated programming, ensuring that
ideas from the bottom-up get the support that they need and deserve. 
 
 

Honored for Excellence



Post Deans Date at Frutta Bowls 

Dinner for Breakfast Study Break

Birthright Israel Winter Break Trip

On Thursday, Jan. 16, 18 young alumni attended CJL’s "Meet Up With Marni"
Happy Hour at Amity Hall in NYC’s Upper West Side. The group, representing
Princeton classes from 2010-2019, enjoyed cocktails and complimentary kosher
hors d'oeuvres, but the real highlight was the chance to meet new people and to
catch up with old friends. 
If you are interested in helping to plan a CJL Young Alumni Happy Hour in your city, please
email Debbie Orel, CJL Events and Marketing Manager, at dorel@princeton.edu.
 
 
 

Young Alumni NYC Meet-Up



Marni brings over 25 years of vast experience as a Jewish educator working with youth to her role
as Associate Director which she has held since 2007. Marni’s primary role is to oversee CJL
programs and programming staff. This includes being the direct staff liaison to the student board
as well as helping facilitate the success of all the other CJL student groups. Marni also meets
regularly  with her programming counterparts in other areas of campus life.
In addition to mentoring and acting as an advisor to the student board, one of Marni’s favorite
projects each year is working with the CJL Community Engagement Interns (CEIs) who build
relationships and connect peers to meaningful Jewish experiences. Since Marni began this
initiative in 2008 she has worked with 121 incredible CEIs.  Marni has also staffed ten international
immersion experiences and service learning trips, including five to Israel, Morocco, Poland,
Guatemala, Mexico and the Navajo nation.
If you ask students on campus, they would say that Marni is most well-known as the person who
keeps a well-stocked and diverse array of snacks in her office for students who need a quick pick-
me-up and a caring voice asking about their day. Marni sees this CJL based hospitality as a
wonderful complement to the broad outreach of the CEI program. 
Contact Marni at mblitz@princeton.edu
 
 
 

Mazel Tov to Jordan Salama '19 on his latest article 
published in the NYTimes- When Being Jewish 
Means Being Afraid.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the past four years, over $18,000 in tzedakah has been collected by Yavneh,
the Orthodox prayer community based at CJL.  Most-commonly defined as
“charitable giving”, tzedakah is collected at each of Yavneh’s three daily services
as it is a mitzvah (commandment) to care for those less fortunate. Each
semester, students poll the community for input on where the money is
disbursed. Among the many charities who have benefited locally and abroad are
Jewish Family & Children's Services of Mercer County, Chai Lifeline, Leket Israel,
United Hatzalah, Sharsheret and Yad Eliezer. Last spring, several Yavneh
students had the honor of personally delivering supplies and food purchased with
part of this money to the Cuban Jewish community.  CJL is proud to be Yavneh’s
central address at Princeton and to partner with this vibrant, caring community.  
To learn more about Yavneh, visit its website. 

 

Marni Blitz

Staff Spotlight:  Associate Director

Yavneh students personally delivering
 purchased donations in Cuba

Yavneh Helps Others

Jordan Salama'19

 
This year, Reunions coincides with Shavuot and
CJL has planned special meals, learning and
yummy cheesecake to celebrate. 
Learn more and register for reunions at hillel.princeton.edu

Reunions Weekend 

May 28-31

CJL Newsmaker

Send us your updated contact information
 to DOrel@princeton.edu.

 

http://nytimes.com/2020/01/14/opinion/anti-semitism.html
http://yavnehprinceton.weebly.com/
https://hillel.princeton.edu/content/reunions-2020-cjl-thurs-may-28-sun-may-31

